CITY OF OPELOUSAS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 9, 2020

The Council of the City of Opelousas, Parish of St. Landry, State of Louisiana, convened in a regular session on this 19*
day of June 2020 at 5:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic mandates for social distancing and limited occupancy
requirements, the meeting was open to limited general public and was LIVE-STREAMED ON THE

WWW.CITYOFOPELOUSAS.COM website.
With Mayor Julius Alsandor presiding, the meeting was called to order.

Mayor Alsandor requested the Clerk to call the roll and the following Council members were PRESENT: Marvin Richard,
Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, and Chasity Davis. ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

A moment of silent meditation was observed. Rev. Dale Fontenot led the prayer. Alderman Charles Cummings led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

On a motion by Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderman Charles Cummings, it was resolved to APPROVE the
Minutes of the Regular Meeting held 05/19/2020. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Marvin Richard, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, and Chasity Davis.

NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman Milton Batiste, it was resolved to ADOPT the

agenda. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, and Marvin Richard.

NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.

¢ Five-minute recess for submission of public comments/questions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e Updates from Mayor Julius Alsandor. Mayor Alsandor stated that he recently had a conversation with Mr. Richard

Lebouef with the Solid Waste Commission regarding trash pickup. The Mayor is asking that the citizens put their
garbage cans close to the gutter lines of the street or b the edge of the driveway to avoid damage to the side of the streets
by the garbage trucks. Mayor Alsandor also stated that he is working very closely with our Senator and Representative
in Baton Rouge to acquire capital outlay funds for the City.

Reading of Public Comments/Questions, if any. Mayor Alsandor checked with the City Clerk to find out if there had
been any public comments submitted. The Clerk confirmed that no messages, emails or comments/questions had been

received regarding the agenda.

REPORTS
Review Monthly Finances. Mr. Stephen Woods, city accountant, gave a financial summary of the current budget figures

which included the City’s revenues and departmental expenditures as of 05/31/2020. Attomey Travis Broussard asked Mr.
Woods what Y-T-D ENCUMBRANCE on the report referred to? Mr. Woods stated that this referred to any purchasing
project that had funds holding for completion of a project but that column was no longer used by the City. Attomey
Broussard asked if this column can be changed to something else that is more informative as it relates to the budget and Mr.
Woods stated that they should be able to make the changes. Attomey Broussard then asked where is the breakdown for
revenue by specific departments instead of a lump sum. Mr. Woods stated that report is different and that this one only
shows total revenue by type. On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman Floyd Ford, it was
resolved to accept the financial summary report as presented. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:

YEAS: Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Chasity Davis, Marvin Richard, and Milton Batiste II1.

NAYS: None.

ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.
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CITY OF OPELOUSAS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 9, 2020

Engineer’s Monthly Report. Mr. William Jarrell gave a summary of various projects:
a) Veazie Street Project — work completed and recommendation is for acceptance.
b) Belt Press at WWTP — not operable at this time and currently using a contractor to haul waste.
¢) Water Meter Contract — City extended agreement with FP&C. MGA working on Engineering
Agreement to submit to FP&C for approval. Upon approval, planning will commence for meter
replacement project.
d) Judson Walsh Bridge — still under construction. City’s portion is completed.

City Attomey’s Report. No Report.

OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS

Designation of dates for police officer holiday pay. Attorney Travis Broussard presented a proposal for holiday pay for
Police Officers. The holidays proposed included Christmas, New Year’s Day, 4" of July, and Labor Day. After much
discussion, it was recommended by the Police Chief that the Police Officers receive the same days that the other municipal
employees receive. There was some discussion as to how many days that equated to and it was stated that it was possibly
ten days. On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman Milton Batiste III, it was resolved to
approve the payment of holiday pay to Opelousas Police Department officers in accordance with the submitted Opelousas
Municipal Civil Service paid holiday calendar approved by the City of Opelousas Council. In addition, all police officers
whose names were submitted by Asst. Chief Scott Aymond who were not paid this holiday rate prior to adoption of this
motion are to be retroactively paid back to January 1, 2020. That total amount equates to $2,407.28. The holiday pay matter
for the upcoming year (2021) will be revisited in December 2020 by the Opelousas City Council. A roll call vote was taken
with the following results:

YEAS: Charles Cummings, Chasity Davis, Marvin Richard, Milton Batiste II1, and Floyd Ford.

NAYS: None.

ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE LOUISIANA MUNICIPAL WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2019.
On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman Floyd Ford, the following Resolution was offered for adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 08 OF 2020
A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE LOUISIANA MUNICIPAL WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2019
BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Opelousas informs the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that the following actions
were taken by the Opelousas Board of Aldermen:
1. Reviewed the Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Environmental Audit Report which is attached to this Resolution
2. Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain permit requirements contained in the Louisiana Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (LPDES) permit, number LA 0036404:
a. ALL OPERATORS WILL BE SENT TO CLASS TO OBTAIN CERTIFICATION.
b. MONITOR OVERFLOWS IN COLLECTION SYSTEM.
¢. REPLACE LIFT STATION PUMPS AS NEEDED.
The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted on this 9% day of June, 2020, following a roll call vote:
YEAS: Chasity Davis, Marvin Richard, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, and Charles Cummings.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.
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On a motion by Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis, it was resolved to approve the
following:
e Accept the Street Improvements — Veazie Street (Landry to Vine) Project, MGA Project S#535, as substantially
complete. (Contractor: Le Talley Ho Construction)
¢ Accept Contract Change Order No. 2 (Final) in the decrease amount of $2,631.90 for the adjustment of final contract
quantities. This change order is for the Street Improvements — Veazie Street (Landry to Vine) Project, MGA Project
S#535. (Contractor: Le Talley Ho Construction)
A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Marvin Richard, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, and Chasity Davis.
NAYS: Nore.
ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

On a motion by Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis and Alderman Milton Batiste III, it was
resolved to approve the renewal of the Provisional Appointment for Police Communications Officer Claytiona Renee
Edwards, effective 06/11/2020. This appointment, if not terminated sooner, shall terminate on 09/11/2020 (3 months). A
roll call vote was taken with the following results:

YEAS: Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Chasity Davis, and Marvin Richard.

NAYS: None.

ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.
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On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Aldermen Milton Batiste III and Marvin Richard, it was
resolved to approve the termination of Probational Police Communications Officer Kevana M. Lewis, effective 03/24/2020,
for violation of R.S. 33:2500 (Corrective and disciplinary action for maintaining standards of service: Employee failed to
report for duty on 03/24/2020). A roll call vote was taken with the following results:

YEAS: Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Chasity Davis, Marvin Richard, and Milton Batiste III.

NAYS: Nore.

ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

A motion was made by Aldermen Milton Batiste III and Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderman Charles Cummings to
approve the Mayor’s recommendation of the appointment of Mr. Loren Camiere to the Opelousas Municipal Fire & Police
Civil Service Board to replace Mr. Joseph LaDay, effective 06/10/2020; however, the City Attorney questioned the legality
of the recommendation by the Mayor with knowing how Mr. LaDay was originally appointed to the Board (reference La.
R.S.33:2476). There was no representation at this time from the Board Director who had left earlier so no answer could be
provided at this time. Mr. Batiste withdrew his motion and the item was TABLED. No action taken at this time.

On a motion by Alderman Milton Batiste III and seconded by Alderman Marvin Richard, it was resolved to approve the
Mayor’s recommendation of the appointment of the following members to the Opelousas Library Board of Trustees:
Mrs. Madeline Taylor
Mrs. Melissa Pitre
Mrs. Debbie Speyrer
Ms. Carleen Jones
Mrs. April S. Thompson
Mr. Scott Champagne
Mr. Loren Carriere
e  Mrs. Angela Zachery
A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Charles Cummings, Chasity Davis, Marvin Richard, Milton Batiste III, and Floyd Ford.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Sherell Roberts.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
No Items.

At this time, additional announcements were made by the Mayor:
¢ Time Capsule Opening and Bicycle Scavenger Hunt, Sunday, 06/14/2020, beginning at 2:00 p.m., Opelousas Police
Department

There being nothing further to come before the Council, on a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings, seconded by
Alderwoman Chasity Davis and Alderman Milton Batiste III and unanimously carried, it was resolved that the meeting be
adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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