CITY OF OPELOUSAS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 20, 2020

The Council of the City of Opelousas, Parish of St. Landry, State of Louisiana, convened in a regular session on this 20th
day of October 2020 at 5:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic mandates for social distancing and limited occupancy
requirements, the meeting was open to limited general public and was LIVE-STREAMED ON THE
WWW.CITYOFOPELOUSAS.COM website.
With Mayor Julius Alsandor presiding, the meeting was called to order.
Mayor Alsandor requested the Clerk to call the roll and the following Council members were PRESENT: Milton Batiste
III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, and Chasity Davis. ABSENT: Marvin Richard.
A moment of silent meditation was observed. Mr. Johnny Carriere, Executive Director of the Refinery Mission (faith-based
mission for men), led the prayer. Following the prayer, Mr. Carriere gave an update on current projects at his organization:
Refinery Mission is a 75-bed emergency and transitional housing facility for men and they are in the process of writing a
quarter million dollar grant proposal to be finished in March 2021. They will be beginning a 1.1 to 1.2 million dollar
construction project in 2022 for more transitional housing for men who are ready to take the next step forward. Private
funds are being invested in the project and the grant funds do not have to be paid back.
Mr. Perry Fontenot III, Technical Sergeant in the 159th Fighter Wing and Medical Group of the Louisiana Air National
Guard, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
On a motion by Alderwoman Sherell Roberts and seconded by Alderman Floyd Ford, it was resolved to APPROVE the
Minutes of the Regular Meeting held 09/08/2020. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, and Chasity Davis.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

On a motion by Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis, it was resolved to add the following
item under the PERSONNEL ITEMS section: Item No. 27, “Approve the Police’s Chief’s recommendation for hire of
Khaedayajha S. Sylvester as a Police Officer Recruit, effective 11/02/2020”.
A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, and Milton Batiste III.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis, it was resolved to ADOPT the
agenda as a whole with the requested changes. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, and Floyd Ford.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

• Three-minute recess for submission of public comments/questions. Mayor Alsandor checked with the City Clerk to find
out if there had been any public comments submitted. The Clerk confirmed that no messages, emails or comments/questions had
been received regarding the agenda.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

Reading of Public Comments/Questions, if any. None.

•

Presentation by District Attorney Charles Cravins. St. Landry Parish DA Charles Cravins referred everyone to his
Facebook page, LET’S KEEP CHARLES CRAVINS DISTRICT ATTORNEY. DA Cravins gave a brief overview of
his upbringing and his 23 years in the District Attorney’s office under Mr. Earl Taylor beginning in 1997—first working
as a Chief Administrative Officer then going on to Law School while still working at the DA’s office and becoming
Assistant DA and then moving up to 1st Assistant DA. Mr. Cravins has served as District Attorney since February. He
talked about working with different people in our area--*one group that is dangerous and needs to be off our streets;
*one group that needs to sit down for a little while to contemplate their existence and have some accountability; and
*one group who haven’t gotten to that point yet where they need to be locked up. It is up to all of us as families to raise
our children. It is up to other facilities (schools, law enforcement, court system, etc.) to support the families in their
mission to raise their children—it is not primary responsibility of law enforcement to raise these child. We need to
change our outlook—we need to change the level of what we find acceptable. DA Cravins stated that we are in a
different time and we are dealing with different people. He quoted Ecclesiastes 3. “For everything there is a season, a
time for every matter under the heavens…” and in this season he is the person to be District Attorney in St. Landry
Parish and he promises that he will do the very best job he can tomorrow and try to do better the day after.

•

Update from Ms. Lena Charles regarding Opelousas Downtown Development District (ODDD). Ms. Charles stated
that they have been on hold with everything they had planned to have meetings regarding the Master Plan Project due
to the pandemic. They are organizing an outdoor event to allow community input. The public input meeting is scheduled
for November 7, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., at Courthouse Square. In the event of rain, the event will be rescheduled
to November 14, 2020.

•

Updates from Mayor Julius Alsandor. Prepared statement, as follows:

Here is an update of the power outages, fallen trees, and road closures:
•
•
•

One reported outage that totals to five customers
One large branch blocking part of a street
All streets with tree blockings that caused road closures are now clear and open to traffic
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The administration of the City of Opelousas would like to extend thanks to all who contributed to the beginning cleanup and repairs accomplished in
the last five days following Hurricane Delta. While working together through this challenging time, we managed to dismiss some of the negativity
brought on by Hurricane Delta and remain focused on our objective. We stayed the course through the countless obstacles confronted, and we are on
our way back to where we were before the storm. We still have much to clean and clear up, but that too will pass.
OPELOUSAS, WE ARE WORKING WITH OUR PARISH GOVERNMENT AND SOLID WASTE TO DISPOSE OF THE DEBRIS, BUT THAT
TOO WILL TAKE TIME. WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR OTHER OPTIONS TO EXPEDITE THE CLEAN UP PROCESS. WE ARE ASKING
EACH OF YOU TO BE PATIENCE.
We ask that each of you be diligent and helpful in assisting the city workers in eliminating the abundant amount of debris that remains. The power is
nearly 100% restored, the majority of our streets are passable, but we still have work to do. We have to address our water leaks developed from the
storm while trying to repair our existing leaks and issues before the Hurricane Delta.
Let us continue to work together for a better Opelousas. Citizens, do not forget to go online and complete the 2020 Census, which will tremendously
impact the amount of federal dollars we could receive over the next ten years. If we fail to complete the census of each household, we cannot
condemn anyone but ourselves when the millions of dollars that are available to us are funneled elsewhere. Please take the time to do this as it is
essential to our community, first responders, law enforcement, educational system, and our city’s infrastructure.
Stay safe, be smart, be caring of your neighbors, practice safety measures, and take care of yourself. Stay Strong Opelousas.

Mayor Alsandor
Halloween will occur this year at Opelousas Civic Center
- Drive Thru (4-6 pm) 10-31-2020
Opelousas OGHS Walking Trail Grand Opening
- (10:00 am, Saturday 10-24-2020)
Please get out and register on line for the 2020 Census
- October deadline has been extended to 10-31-2020
- take less than 10 minutes, where we are today, it is so important for the amount of federal dollars that could be
available to our parish and more importantly our city
- let’s not regret doing our part for years to come
National and Local Elections
- When we meet again, the national election will have concluded, Get out & Vote
- exercise your right, truly it’s your duty, have a voice, your voice
Hurricane Delta
- Let me first say, this was a storm and its strength was none of us wants to experience again. The scary thought is it
could have been worse had it kept its track. However, and again the guided –hand of the man upstairs blessed us again.
We were without power for (5 days-including myself) which was challenging to say the least. We got pass this and we do
each time we face these events. We all pray it does not happen with the frequency we have seen this season. I thank all
first responders, Law/Fire and the street/code departments for their work after the storm. I also want to thank those who
did their part cleaning up in yards and streets in front of your homes. The storm left some damage/debris and will take
some time to clean up.
- many calls about garbage, Delta set pick up back a couple of days, please be patient.
- Mosquito spraying will begin tonight and continue periodically until next week.

REPORTS
Review Monthly Finances. Mr. Stephen Woods, City Accountant, provided the Council members with a financial summary
report of the City’s revenue and expenditures for the month ending September 30, 2020. Mr. Woods pointed out that this
was the first report of the City’s new fiscal period. On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman
Floyd Ford, it was resolved to accept the Monthly Finance Report as presented. A roll call vote was taken with the following
results:
YEAS: Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, and Charles Cummings.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

Engineer’s Monthly Report. A copy of the Engineer’s Monthly Report was provided to the Council members. Mr. William
Jarrell gave a brief update on the status of the EPA Administrative Order in which the City is on a 10-year CCTV plan and
the City has begun the TV’ing process. The first report is due by 01/31/2021. On a motion by Alderman Floyd Ford and
seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis, it was resolved to accept the Engineer’s Monthly Report. A roll call vote was
taken with the following results:
YEAS: Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, and Sherell Roberts.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

City Attorney’s Report. Attorney Broussard stated that he had no report to present; however, he had received an oral claim
against the Opelousas Police Department from the Kidder Family. The family stated that an IPhone 11 Pro had been
confiscated as evidence during an investigation by the Opelousas Police department. Chief Martin McLendon stated that
the investigating officer’s police unit was broken into and the IPhone along with other items belonging to the officer were
stolen before he could turn the phone into the evidence department. The Kidder Family is requesting reimbursement for the
outstanding balance on the phone which is $958.30. On a motion by Alderman Milton Batiste III and seconded by
Alderwoman Sherell Roberts, it was resolved to compensate the Kidder Family for the remaining balance of the phone in
the amount of $958.30. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, and Chasity Davis.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.
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OLD BUSINESS
None.
At this time, Chief McLendon requested that the personnel items be handled prior to the new business section.

PERSONNEL ITEMS
On a motion by Alderwoman Sherell Roberts and Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Davis, it
was resolved to approve the following personnel items:
• Accept the resignation of Permanent Police Sergeant Baxter B. Iford, effective 07/31/2020.
• Accept the resignation of Probational Police Communications Officer Claytiona R. Edwards, effective 09/09/2020.
• Approve the confirmations of the following personnel in the Opelousas Police Department, effective 10/06/2020:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Probational Police Officer Christopher K. Dekerlegand, Jr. to Permanent Police Officer
Probational Police Officer KaLeah K. Dorsey to Permanent Police Officer
Probational Police Communications Officer Ruby A. Lemelle to Permanent Police Communications Officer
Probational Police Officer Evan M. Sumrall to Permanent Police Officer
Probational Police Officer DeAndra J. Thomas to Permanent Police Officer

e.
Approve the Police’s Chief’s recommendation for hire of Khaedayajha S. Sylvester as a Police Officer Recruit, effective
11/02/2020.
A roll call vote was taken with the following results:

•

YEAS: Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, and Milton Batiste III.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and consideration of Trick or Treating procedures for the City of Opelousas as it relates to COVID-19
protocols. This item was discussed during Mayor Alsandor’s presentation. Halloween will occur this year at
Opelousas Civic Center – Drive-Thru (4-6 pm) on 10-31-2020.
Award contract for the O.G.H. Water Meter Installation Project, MGA Project W#299, to Bihm Construction Company,
Inc., in the amount of $65,370.00. O.G.H. will pay for the meters. On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and
seconded by Alderman Milton Batiste III, it was resolved to award the contract for the O.G.H. Water Meter Installation
Project, MGA Project W#299, to Bihm Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $65,370.00. A roll call vote was
taken with the following results:
YEAS: Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, and Floyd Ford.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

Discuss request for approval of plat being submitted for the RE-SUBDIVISION of property located in an NMU ZONE
(NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED USE ZONE) at 717 N. Court Street (Alice Mwatkitawa). The Planning Commission held a
Public Hearing on 10/12/2020 and recommended approval of this item. On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and
seconded by Alderwoman Sherell Roberts and Alderman Milton Batiste III, it was resolved to approve the request for
approval of plat being submitted for the RE-SUBDIVISION of property located in an NMU ZONE (NEIGHBORHOOD
MIXED USE ZONE) at 717 N. Court Street (Alice Mwatkitawa). A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, and Charles Cummings.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

Discuss request for CONDITIONAL USE approval for property located in an NMU ZONE (NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED
USE ZONE) at 1102 S. Union Street (Ken Fakouri – Rosa Villegas). The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on
10/12/2020 and recommended approval of this item. The business will be a Vitamin and Supplement Shop. On a motion
by Alderman Floyd Ford and seconded by Alderman Charles Cummings, it was resolved to approve the request for
CONDITIONAL USE approval for property located in an NMU ZONE (NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED USE ZONE) at 1102
S. Union Street (Ken Fakouri – Rosa Villegas). A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, and Sherell Roberts.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.

On a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and seconded by Alderman Floyd Ford, it was resolved to grant Authority to
advertise for a Public Hearing for consideration of condemnation/demolition of the following properties:
(a) Peter Guillory, Jr., 500 Block Planters Street (Trailer A & B), (2 Abandoned Mobile Homes)
(b) AAR Properties, Edwin R. Bowman (T/S), 934 E. Jefferson Street, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structures)
(c) Gilbert Austin, Jr., (C/O Lisa Joseph), 702 Hiram Street, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structure)
(d) Sarah Marie Thomas, 931 Hiram Street, (Abandoned Mobile Home)
(e) Charles Chatman, Jr., ETAL, Arthur Chatman Sr. (DH), 822 W. Hiram Street, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structure)
(f) St. Landry Parish Police Jury, Mary Otherie Sam (T/S), 923 E. Jefferson Street, (Abandoned Stucco Structure)
(g) St. Landry Parish Police Jury, Jimmie Alfred Red (T/S), 1422 E. Jefferson Street, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structure)
(h) St. Landry Parish Police Jury, Clement Lavergne (T/S), 626 Arkansas Avenue, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structure)
(i) St. Landry Parish Police Jury, Heather Frank Thomas (ETALS), 1118 Plaisance Street, (Abandoned Wood Frame Structure)
A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
YEAS: Milton Batiste III, Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, and Chasity Davis.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER
INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF GRAND COTEAU, THE TOWN OF
SUNSET, THE TOWN OF WASHINGTON, THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS, AND THE PARISH OF ST. LANDRY IN
SUPPORT OF THE I-49 MIDWAY CORRIDOR PROJECT. Ms. Rachel Goudeau and Ms. Katrina King with Acadiana Planning
Commission (APC) gave a brief overview of the project which facilitates planning efforts on behalf of transportation, economic
development, drainage, and watershed initiatives. The I-49 Midway Corridor Project is a major evacuation corridor. There was a need
for a unified vision to develop the corridor through the vision of the people. This is only an introduction to talk about moving forward
with a vision that will have a greater impact. This is only planning stages for what the vision will be going forward. Alderwoman
Roberts wanted to know what the vision is specifically. Ms. King stated that it is whatever they, as council members, and the people
want to see if there were no limitations. She stated that APC is a planning agency.
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF GRAND COTEAU, THE TOWN OF SUNSET,
THE TOWN OF WASHINGTON, THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS, AND THE PARISH OF ST. LANDRY IN SUPPORT OF
THE I-49 MIDWAY CORRIDOR PROJECT
BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Opelousas City Council, that:
WHEREAS, the St. Landry Economic and Industrial Development District (“SLED”) determined a need for a unified vision of the I-49
Midway Corridor ("Corridor") Segments I, II, III and the interactions therein with Segment IV (Washington, Opelousas, Sunset, Grand
Coteau, and Carencro);
WHEREAS, the Acadiana Planning Commission, Inc. (“APC”) entered into a Planning Services Agreement with the SLED in order to
perform research, inventory, grant development, organization, and implementation relating to the vision for the Corridor;
WHEREAS, the Planning Services provided by the APC rely heavily upon the engagement collaboration, and support of property
owners, residents, and businesses in the Corridor;
WHEREAS, the Planning Services further necessitate the cooperation of the municipalities within the Corridor project boundaries;
WHEREAS the City of Opelousas and the Town of Grand Coteau, the Town of Sunset the Town of Washington, and the Parish of St.
Landry, desire to enter into an lntergovernmental Agreement for the purposes of collaborating on a vision for the I-49 Midway Corridor
Project; and
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 14(C) of the 1974 Constitution of the State of Louisiana and La. R.S. 33:1324, et seq. provide that, for
a public purpose, public entities, parishes, municipalities, and political subdivisions may engage in and make cooperative endeavor
agreement/intergovernmental agreements between themselves for specific purposes.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the City of Opelousas City Council, that:
SECTION 1: All of the aforedescribed "Whereas" clauses are adopted as part of this ordinance.
SECTION 2: The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an lntergovernmental Agreement as defined in Exhibit One,
lntergovernmental Agreement between the Town of Grand Coteau, the Town of Sunset the Town of Washington, the City of
Opelousas, and the Parish of St. Landry in Support of the I-49 Midway Corridor Project. The Intergovernmental Agreement allows for
collaboration regarding the visioning of the I-49 Midway Corridor.
SECTION 3: It is expressly understood and agreed that this lntergovernmental Agreement is executed by and between the City of
Opelousas and the Town of Grand Coteau, the Town of Sunset the Town of Washington, and the Parish of St. Landry, and shall be
binding upon such parties upon execution hereof.
SECTION 4: The following is summarized information concerning this Intergovernmental Agreement:
Participants:
The participants in this intergovernmental agreement shall be the Town of Grand Coteau, the Town of Sunset, the Town of Washington,
the City of Opelousas, and the Parish of St. Landry.
Purpose:
The purpose of this intergovernmental agreement is to allow collaboration between the parties with the goals of:
A. Enhancing multi-parish connectivity; and
B. Developing a community vision; and
C. Creating visibility for growth opportunities; and
D. Fostering collaboration and consistency among municipalities; and
E. Identifying and mitigating future challenges; and
F. Exploring and planning for new endeavors; and
G. Promoting and ensuring sustainable development; and
H. Building a repository of existing plans and infrastructure; and
L Establishing the foundation for a corridor plan.
SECTION 5: The City of Opelousas City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor or his designee, to conduct all negotiations, execute and
submit all documents, including but not limited to applications, agreements amendments, payment requests, etc., which may be
necessary for the purposes of the aforementioned agreement.
SECTION 6: All ordinances or resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
SECTION 7: This ordinance shall become effective upon signature of the Mayor, the elapse of ten (10) days after receipt by Mayor
without signature or veto, or upon an override of a veto, whichever occurs first.

The Ordinance was introduced by Alderwoman Sherell Roberts.
INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS TO ENTER A TAX-EXEMPT
LEASE PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO FIRE TRUCKS.
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS TO ENTER A TAX-EXEMPT LEASE PURCHASE
AGREEMENT FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO FIRE TRUCKS
WHEREAS, the Fire Chief for the City of Opelousas (the “City) has advised the City that the fire department is in need of two
additional fire trucks;
WHEREAS, the Fire Chief has discussed with several sellers and financiers the terms of a proposed lease agreement for the
acquisition of two fire trucks;
WHEREAS, the amount to finance for the acquisition of two such fire trucks is estimated to be $1,893,345.00 principal with
interest to accrue on said principal, payable in monthly installments over a period of ten or twelve years, whichever the governing
authority shall authorize;
WHEREAS, if the term of the Agreement is ten years, the rate of interest shall be 2.72%;
WHEREAS, if the term of the Agreement is twelve years, the rate of interest shall be 2.89%;

CITY OF OPELOUSAS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 20, 2020
WHEREAS, the governing authority for the City has contemplated and prepared this ordinance for the purpose of authorizing
the Mayor for the City, Honorable Julius Alsandor, to enter into a lease agreement on behalf of the City for the purpose of acquiring the
requested fire trucks for the City;
WHEREAS, the foregoing was put before the governing authority for adoption on November 10, 2020, and the following vote
was held:
YEA:
NAY:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Opelousas, in legal session convened, that the
Mayor of the City, Honorable Julius Alsandor, is hereby authorized to enter a tax exempt lease purchase agreement binding the City of
Opelousas for the acquisition of two fire trucks at an aggregate price not to exceed $1,900,000.00 principal with applicable interest,
payable by the City in monthly installments over a ________ year period.

The Ordinance was introduced by Alderman Charles Cummings.
INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS TO ENTER INTO A
COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT WITH SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS, LLC FOR THE
PROCUREMENT OF A BELT PRESS.
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE INCURRENCE OF DEBT FOR A BELT PRESS
WHEREAS, the City of Opelousas (the “City”) is in need of a belt press to ensure competent provision of services;
WHEREAS, the City has received from Sustainability Partners, LLC a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement (the “Agreement”)
setting forth a written proposal for a belt press;
WHEREAS, a copy of the Agreement is attached to this Ordinance as Exhibit 1; and
WHEREAS, the City contemplates this Ordinance for the purpose of authorizing the incurrence of debt for the belt press, and
the execution by the Mayor of any and all documents necessary to facility the acquisition of the belt press.
WHEREAS, this Ordinance was introduced on the 20th day of October, 2020, by councilmember ____________________, a
public hearing on same was held on Tuesday, November 10, 2020, after due notice was given according to law, and upon Motion of
councilmember ________________, and seconded by councilmember ________________, the following vote was held:
YEA:
NAY:
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the governing authority of the City, in legal session convened, that the City is hereby
authorized to incur debt with Sustainability Partners, LLC, for the acquisition of a belt press as set out in the Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement, and the Mayor of the City, Julius Alsandor, is authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to acquire the belt
press, and to bind the City to the documents.

The Ordinance was introduced by Alderman Charles Cummings.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE OPELOUSAS
MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADDRESS THE USE OF
“ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES” AND ADOPTING A NEW ORDINANCE FOR THE DISPOSITION OF
ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES ADDING TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERMITTING THE DISPOSITION OF
ADJUDICATED PROPERTY; AND, CONTROL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS
GOVERNMENT CODE OF ORDINANCES (ITEM DEFERRED FROM 09/08/2020 COUNCIL MEETING). Pursuant to
an advertisement in the Daily World, a Public Hearing was held TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE
OF THE OPELOUSAS MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADDRESS THE
USE OF “ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES” AND ADOPTING A NEW ORDINANCE FOR THE DISPOSITION OF ADJUDICATED
PROPERTIES ADDING TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERMITTING THE DISPOSITION OF ADJUDICATED PROPERTY;
AND, CONTROL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS GOVERNMENT CODE OF ORDINANCES. The
Public Hearing was opened at 6:59 p.m. Mr. Ryan Goudelocke who had presented the ordinance at a previous meeting was not in
attendance. Alderwoman Sherell Roberts and Alderman Charles Cummings had concerns about this ordinance and wanted to know if it
would benefit the City financially and if it doesn’t then who does. Attorney Travis Broussard pointed out that it was not so much a
financial benefit as it would be a boost for the commerce to be useful for private purposes—making sure the property is not blighted or
abandoned—it is preservation and improvement of your areas and not a drain on the community in terms of the sales tax revenue and
the maintenance of the property by going through the adjudication process. Ms. Katrina King stated that she has worked with the
program in the city of Lafayette area and it is a successful program—it brings taxes into the city—property taxes are paid. The Public
Hearing was closed at 7:19 p.m.

A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE FEES RELATED TO THE REDEMPTION OF PROPERTY SOLD FOR NON-PAYMENT OF
TAXES. Pursuant to an advertisement in the Daily World, a Public Hearing was held TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ADOPTION
OF AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE FEES RELATED TO THE REDEMPTION OF PROPERTY SOLD
FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES. The Public Hearing was opened at 7:19 p.m. The City Clerk explained that this if an administrative
related to the sale of property in a property tax sale—not for adjudicated property. The City is requesting that the current fee of $20.00
be increased to $100.00 to defray some of the administrative costs that the City incurs during the tax sale process. She pointed out that
the Parish has increased their administrative fee to $110.00. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:26 p.m.

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
AN ORDINANCE OF THE OPELOUSAS MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
TO ADDRESS THE USE OF “ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES” AND ADOPTING A NEW ORDINANCE FOR THE DISPOSITION
OF ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES ADDING TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERMITTING THE DISPOSITION OF
ADJUDICATED PROPERTY; AND, CONTROL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR THE CITY OF OPELOUSAS GOVERNMENT
CODE OF ORDINANCES. (ITEM DEFERRED FROM 09/08/2020 COUNCIL MEETING). (Vote Required)
ORDINANCE NO. 09 OF 2020
AN ORDINANCE OF THE OPELOUSAS MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO
ADDRESS THE USE OF "ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES" AND ADOPTING A NEW ORDINANCE FOR THE DISPOSITION OF
ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES ADDING TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERMITTING THE DISPOSITION OF ADJUDICATED
PROPERTY; AND, CONTROL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR THE
CITY OF OPELOUSAS GOVERNMENT CODE OF ORDINANCES
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BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, that;
WHEREAS, the former law of Louisiana governing disposition of adjudicated properties was of great age, chaotically organized and insufficient to
meet the demands of federal constitutional law, resulting in the Legislature's wholesale renovation in 2008 of the law on tax sales, redemptions and
adjudications; and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Law Institute's revision to state law accomplishes numerous goals having positive impact on political subdivisions,
such as the City of Opelousas and the Parish of St. Landry, burdened with large numbers of adjudicated properties, those goals including; recognition
that tax sale title does not confer ownership unless and until its holder takes certain affirmative steps; shifting from government to an interested party
the burden of satisfying notice requirements imposed by federal law; replacing an expensive quiet-title lawsuit with a simple affidavit in order to clear
title to acquired adjudicated property; supplying statutory safe-harbor forms; limiting the grounds on which a tax sale may be challenged; and
consolidating the scattered state law on acquisition of adjudicated property; and
WHEREAS, in order to take advantage of Title 47, Subtitle III, Chapter 5, Part IV, as amended and enacted by Act No. 819 of the 2008 Louisiana
Legislature, the new law of adjudicated property, the City of Opelousas is required to enact an ordinance establishing its processes to those mandated
by Louisiana law, as revised; and
WHEREAS, the established process for the disposition of adjudicated property by sale or donation; and for waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and
other charges against adjudicated property created hereby shall be administered by the Office of the Mayor who will designate an Administrator or
Consultant Administrator, as established herein after.
WHEREAS, the City of Opelousas desires to address the problems created by the adjudicated properties within the city limits; and
WHEREAS, both the City of Opelousas and the Parish of St. Landry have the delinquent tax burden, maintenance, expenses and legal expenses
associated with adjudicated properties and there exist an urgent need for a cooperative endeavor agreement by and between the City and the Parish for
said agreement; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that the City of Opelousas is hereby authorized, empowered and request the Mayor to enter into a
Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Parish of St. Landry which will facilitate the adjudicated property issues and hereinafter authorize the
disposal of said properties for the expressed mutual interest to place said properties back in commerce and relieve the cost burdens and provide for tax
collection relief to both the City of Opelousas and the Parish of St. Landry.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the City of Opelousas shall be fully committed and the Mayor fully empowered and authorized to execute all
documents required to seize, clear and dispose of said real property in the manner he deems appropriate through the use of any qualified housing
development not for profit corporation by a donation or by public advertisement and bidding for said adjudicated properties as prescribed hereinafter
in this ordinance.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen that:
SECTION 1: All of the above "Whereas" clauses are adopted as part of this ordinance.
SECTION 2: All sections for "Adjudicated Properties," for "Property Management," of the City of Opelousas Code of Ordinances are hereby repealed
or amended hereby.
SECTION 3: "Property Management" of the Code of Ordinances is hereby redesignated herewith.
SECTION 4: "Management and Disposition of Adjudicated Properties" of "Property Management," of the Opelousas Code of Ordinances are hereby
created to read, as follows:
Article I. Management and Disposition of Adjudicated Properties
Division I: Provisions common to different modes of disposition
Sec. 1 Establishment and findings
(a) The City of Opelousas finds that sale or donation of adjudicated property is in the best interests of the City of Opelousas and Parish of St. Landry,
both for housing and economic redevelopment purposes. Further the City finds that accumulation of taxes, interest, penalties and other charges against
adjudicated property are "blights" due to the depressive effect of under- or un-utilized properties on surrounding property values; and that adjudicated
property is thus "blighted" as that term is used by the Constitution of Louisiana.
(b) There is hereby created and established within the Administrative Office of the Mayor (hereinafter the "Department") a process for disposition of
adjudicated property by sale or donation; and for waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges against adjudicated property upon compliance
with constitutional strictures on donation of public rights. The Department shall oversee the determinations, notifications and transactions described
herein, as well as promulgate appropriate forms to expedite post-adjudication procedures.
(c) This post-adjudication process is adopted as contemplated by and is intended to comply with, Title 47, Subtitle III, Chapter 5, Part IV, Subpart B,
La. R.S. 47:2201 et seq.; and to give effect to constitutional provisions, at LSA-Const. Art. VII, Sec. 14(B), permitting waiver of public charges against
blighted properties.
Sec. 2 Definitions
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context
clearly indicates a different meaning:
Acquiring person means any purchaser, vendee, donee, or other person, nonprofit corporation or entity receiving adjudicated immovable property, by
any means, through the procedures described herein.
Adjoining landowner means an owner of immovable property, not subject to any liens for non-payment of taxes or other statutory charges, which shares
at least a portion of at least one boundary with an adjudicated parcel or parcels.
Adjudicated property means immovable property within the City of Opelousas that has been adjudicated for non-payment of taxes and has been "bid
in" at tax sale for the City and Parish, pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2196.
Administrator means the Administrative Office of the Mayor, a designated consultant or a specific designee appointed by the Mayor.
Arm's length transfer means sale of adjudicated property, for a price below the property's appraised value and in connection with a properly renovation
plan approved by an administrative hearing officer, between one or more owners and one or more arm's length transferees or donations.
Arm's length transferee means a transferee, or his successors or assigns, seeking waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges against adjudicated
property in order to facilitate its below-appraised-value sale or donation, who is not a member of the immediate family of an owner of a particular piece
of adjudicated property, or any member of that owner's immediate family, has a substantial economic interest.
Immediate family has the meaning given that term in La. R.S. 42:1102.
Non-profit organization has the meaning given such term by Article VII, Section 14(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
Owner means a person who holds an ownership interest that has not been terminated pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2121(C).
Qualified non-profit means a nonprofit organization which is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) nonprofit housing
development organization and which has development capacity and experience.
Substantial economic interest has the meaning given that term by La. R.S. 42:1102.
Taxing body means City and Parish Government and their subsidiary bodies established by State law such as the Parish Library Board, a Redevelopment
District, or Economic Development District, etc.
Tax debtor means any of those persons listed on the Parish Assessor's tax rolls as co-owners of a particular tax parcel, as required by La. R.S. 47:2126.
Tax notice party means the tax debtor(s) and any person requesting notice pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2159.
Tax sale party means any tax notice party, any owner, and any tax sale purchaser.
Tax sale property means immovable property for which tax sale title is sold pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2154.
Tax sale purchaser means the purchaser of tax sale property, his heirs, successors, and assigns.
Words, terms and phrases used in this Article, when not otherwise defined by this Article, have that meaning given them by Chapter 5 of Title 47 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes.
Sec. 3 Functions, powers and duties of Administrator
The Administrator or a retained consultant shall be the designee by the Mayor shall have the following powers and duties:
(a) Accept and approve for consideration by the City applications for sale of adjudicated property to interested parties, including adjoining landowners,
pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2202 and 47:2203.
(b) Accept and approve for consideration by the City applications for donation of adjudicated property to non-profit organizations pursuant to La. R.S.
47:2205 and La. Const. Art. VII, Sec. 14(B)(6).

CITY OF OPELOUSAS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 20, 2020
(c) Accept and approve for consideration by the City applications for waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges against adjudicated property
in order to facilitate below-appraised-value sale to one or more arm's length transferees, as contemplated by La. Const. Art. VII, Sec. 14(B)(7) and (8).
(d) Appoint administrative hearing officers with powers to review and approve, if warranted, property renovation plans submitted by owner(s) or arm's
length transferee(s) seeking waiver of charges in connection with an arm's length transfer.
(e) Conduct sales of adjudicated properly pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2202 et seq.
(f) Engage in the notice and notification procedures included herein.
(g) Execute or authenticate any documents required by state law or this Article to be executed or authenticated.
(h) File, or cause to be filed, for recordation with the St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court any documents required by state law or the Article to be recorded.
(i) Confect and execute documents of sale or donation which, in addition to functioning as acts translative of title, impose upon vendees or donees such
terms and conditions as are authorized by this Article.
(j) Following sale of adjudicated property, distribute net proceeds (after administrative costs) pro rata to political subdivisions holding statutory
impositions and governmental liens pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2211.
(k) In the event the Administrator declines an application for sale or donation or arm's length transfer, for any reason, he shall notify the applicant.
(l) Collect, maintain, regularly provide to City and/or make available to the City Alderpersons upon request, information on:
(1) Each application for sale, donation or arm's length transfer of adjudicated property;
(2) Each disposition of adjudicated property, including district, transferee, transferor where applicable, costs, price where applicable, renovation plans
where applicable, conditions imposed, notices given, recordations made, proceeds dispersed where applicable, and taxes, penalties, interest and other
charges waived where applicable; and
(3) Each revocation of disposition, including recordations made, references to law enforcement where applicable, and any actions taken to recover
expenses.
(m) Promulgate rules, subject to approval by the City Alderpersons:
(l) Establishing a process for submitting to the Mayor and Alderpersons for resolution any determination between conflicting applications for
disposition, when at least one such application is for donation;
(2) Imposing any additional terms and conditions on disposition of adjudicated property;
(3) Determining whether an applicant appears capable of complying with the terms and conditions to be imposed on disposition of adjudicated property;
(4) Determining whether an applicant's intended use comports with the character of the surrounding area and contributes to neighborhood stabilization
and/or revitalization;
(5) Determining whether an applicant's submitted property renovation plan is acceptable;
(6) Determining what penalties are imposed for violation or failure to comply with terms and conditions imposed on transfer of property under this
Article; and
(7) Establishing a process by which any applicant or other person dissatisfied with a decision or determination by the Administrator under this Article
may have recourse to action of the Mayor and Alderpersons to otherwise instruct the Administrator.
(n) The Administrator shall consult, to the extent practicable, with nearby homeowners, residents, business owners, and local community groups in his
determinations pursuant to rules promulgated under authority of the Article.
Sec. 4 Terms and conditions on transfer of property
(a) The following terms and conditions shall be imposed upon all acquiring persons, by whatever means, pursuant to the Article:
(l) No tax debtor or owner is or will become, directly or indirectly, an acquiring person;
(2) No employee, contractor, officer, director, elected or appointed official of any taxing body, nor any member of the immediate family of any of the
above, nor any entity in which any of them has a substantial economic interest, will become, directly, an acquiring person;
(3) For those properties whose sale is directed by ordinance of the City, any terms and conditions imposed in that ordinance or resolution;
(4) For those properties whose donation is directed by ordinance of the City, any terms and conditions imposed in that ordinance;
(5) Agreement to re-entry and/or inspection, by agents of State and of the Administrator, in order to verify compliance with terms and conditions
imposed.
(b) The following terms and conditions, in addition to any others applicable, shall be imposed upon every arm's length transfer:
(1) Waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges is conditioned on timely payment of future taxes and other charges imposed against the
property. In the event taxes or other charges on the property become delinquent, those taxes, penalties, interest and other charges previously waived
are reinstated against the property.
(2) Waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges is conditioned on ownership of the property remaining in the hands of one or more arm's
length transferees or donee. In the event any ownership interest in the property is acquired by an original owner, by a member of an original owner's
immediate family, or by any entity in which any of them has a substantial economic interest, those taxes, penalties, interest and other charges previously
waived are reinstated against the property.
(c) The following terms and conditions, in addition to any others applicable, shall be imposed upon all vendees of property sold pursuant to this Article:
(l) All recordations required by this Article;
(2) The property must be maintained and kept up in a clean and sanitary condition and in full compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances.
(d) The following terms and conditions, in addition to any others applicable, shall be imposed upon all donees of property donated pursuant to this
Article:
(1) All recordations required by this Article;
(2) The property must be maintained and kept up in a clean and sanitary condition and in full compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances.
(e) In addition to those terms and conditions listed herein, the Administrator may impose on acquiring persons such further requirements as he may
deem appropriate, whether upon all of them, or upon particular ones. Such further requirements shall comply with the federal and state constitutions,
federal and state law, and this Code.
(f) Except where otherwise dictated by this Article, upon violation or failure to comply with terms and conditions imposed on transfer of property under
this Article, the Administrator shall impose such penalties as have been promulgated by rule under the authority of this Article or as have been otherwise
dictated by the City. Where required or allowed, the Administrator shall refer possible criminal violations to appropriate law enforcement authorities.
(g) Although the Administrator may (or where required by this Article, may) make forms, rules, processes, procedures and other information available
online and/or in electric format, nothing in the Article shall be construed to permit the Administrator to conduct the sale of adjudicated property online,
whether directly or through any third party.
Sec. 5 Notice of sale or donation of adjudicated property
(a) After completion of the bidding process preceding sale of adjudicated property by the Administrator; or upon the City Mayor's signature of an
ordinance or resolution approving the donation of adjudicated property, the Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to notify by U.S. Mail
any tax sale party whose interest the vendee or donee intends to terminate pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2206(A), using the statutory safe-harbor form
provided by that Section. If the property sold or donated has been adjudicated property for less than five (5) years at the time of the notice required by
this Article, the notice shall indicate that tax sale parties have six (6) months from the date of the notice to preserve their rights; otherwise, the notice
shall have 60 days.
(b) Contemporaneously with the notice required by La. R.S. 47:2206(A), the Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to publish the notice
required by La. R.S. 47:2206(B), using the statutory safe-harbor form provided by that Section. If the property sold or donated has been adjudicated
property for less than five (5) years at the time of the notice required by this Article, the notice shall indicate that tax sale parties have six (6) months
from the date of the notice to preserve their rights; otherwise, the notice shall indicate that tax sale parties have 60 days.
(c) The Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to place upon the property no less than 60 days prior to transfer of the adjudicated property
one or more signs on the street right-of-way nearest the property, no fewer than every 500 linear feet of property frontage, advising (on both sides of
each sign) that the property has been adjudicated, that transfer of ownership is pending, and that the adjudicated property may be redeemed by the tax
debtor prior to the transfer, along with the telephone number and address of the Administrator.
Sec. 6 Required filings
(a) All recordations required by this Article shall be at the expense of the acquiring person(s). Evidence of recordation shall be provided to the
Administrator upon request.
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(b) After publication of the notice required by La. R.S. 47:2206(B), the Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to file for recordation in the
St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court's mortgage records a copy of the notice mailed to the owner(s) or tax debtor(s).
(c) Upon expiration of the 60 day or six (6) month periods referred to by La. R.S. 47:2206(A) and (B), and upon satisfaction of all terms and conditions
imposed by this Article, the Administrator shall authenticate an act of cash sale or of donation, as applicable, using the statutory safe-harbor form
provided by La. R.S. 47:2207(B) and (C). The act shall include all terms and conditions imposed by this Article, by the City and by the Administrator.
The Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to execute the act and file it for recordation in the St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court's conveyance
records.
(d) Contemporaneously with or subsequent to the filing of the act of sale or donation, the Administrator shall require the acquiring person(s) to file in
the mortgage records of the St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court an affidavit indicating how the tax sale parties whose interest the acquiring person, his
successors, or assigns, intends to be terminated were identified, how the address of each tax sale party was obtained, how the written notice was sent,
the results of sending the written notice, and the dates of publication. The affidavit may also contain a statement of the interest to which the acquiring
person(s) take subject; and it shall contain a description of the interest held by each tax sale party. The Administrator shall require the acquiring
person(s) to use the statutory safe-harbor form provided by La. R.S. 47:2208(A).
Sec. 7 Participation by tax debtor or owner
In the event the Administrator becomes aware or is made aware that a tax debtor or owner is or has become an acquiring person under this Article
through donation or sale by the Administrator, any sums deposited with the Administrator by the tax debtor or owner shall be treated as if made in
partial or complete redemption of the property. The Administrator shall invoke the necessary terms and conditions imposed on the sale or donation in
order to revoke it. The Administrator shall refer, where required or permitted by law, any tax debtor or owner who is or has become an acquiring person
under this Article to appropriate law enforcement authorities for prosecution. The Administrator shall file for recordation such documents with the St.
Landry Parish Clerk of Court as are necessary to revoke any cancellation of mortgages, liens, privileges and other encumbrances on the property. At
the discretion of the City Attorney, the Administrator may seek to recover from the violating tax debtor or owner the expenses incurred in revoking
cancellation of encumbrances on the property.
Sec. 8 Redemption of property prior to foreclosure of rights
(a) Should property sought to be sold or donated be entirely redeemed prior to expiration of the 60 day or six (6) month notice periods described by
La. R.S. 47:2206, the Administrator shall collect from the tax collector(s) the amounts expended by the Administrator which are incorporated into the
redemption price by La. R.S. 47:2244, including expenses incurred in the procedures mandated by La. R.S. 47:2203 and 2206. The Administrator shall
not be required to take any action to unwind the process of sale or donation; but the Administrator shall accommodate reasonable requests by the
owner(s) of the property to execute and authenticate such documents as the owner(s) may request in order to unwind the process of sale or donation.
(b) In the event a redemption certificate is issued under La. R.S. 47:2245 despite failure to pay those expenses incorporated into the redemption price
by La. R.S. 47:2244, the Administrator shall inform the tax collector which issued the redemption certificate that is was issued in error. An erroneous
redemption certificate shall not affect any rights acquired by acquiring persons. Unless and until the full redemption price is paid and the Administrator's
expended costs are reimbursed as provided by La. R.S. 47:2244, the Administrator shall regard an erroneous redemption certificate as invalid and shall
not accommodate requests by the tax debtor or owner(s) to facilitate unwinding of the sale or donation.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of other subsections, the Administrator shall not authenticate an act of cash sale or of donation, as applicable,
regardless of expiration of the notice periods specified at La. R.S. 47:2206, if the tax debtor, owner(s), or any other person demonstrates to the
Administrator that they have negotiated, and are current with, a payment plan with the applicable tax collector(s) which will result, within three years
of the commencement of payments, in complete redemption of the progeny (including all taxes which will become due on the property during the term
of the payment plan). Any person, including the tax collector(s) or an acquiring person, may at any time during that three (3) year period bring to the
Administrator's attention verified proof from the tax collector(s) that the payment plan has not been complied with, at which time any applicable
subsections shall cease to be applicable and no further delay shall prevent the Administrator's compliance with said subsection. The provisions of this
subsection shall be operative only once with regard to any particular adjudicated properly. The Administrator shall have no affirmative duty to inquire
into compliance with any payment plan negotiated between the tax collector(s) and any person.
Sec. 9 Preferences in disposition of property
(a) Redemption of adjudicated property shall be favored and may be accomplished at any time prior to recordation of transfer in the conveyance records
of the office of the Clerk of Court for St. Landry Parish and upon satisfaction of the requirements.
(b) The acquisition of an adjudicated property by the City of Opelousas in the Parish of St. Landry or other political subdivisions to which the property
has been adjudicated, shall have priority over any application to obtain ownership of the property.
(c) Dispositions of adjudicated property shall prioritize the following categories of applicants for the identified forms of disposition, in the order they
are specified in the subsection:
(l) For sale or arm's length transfer of adjudicated property, an adjoining property owner who asserts, and provides a sworn statement attesting to, their
continuous maintenance of the adjudicated property for a period of at least one (1) year. Maintenance shall include but not be limited to the mowing of
grass, trimming of hedges and plants, cleaning of litter and debris, to secure the property and maintain the overall appearance of the neighborhood.
(2) For sale or arm's length transfer of adjudicated property, community or local organizations whose primary area of operation or concentration is
within the boundaries of the traditional or historic neighborhood in which the property is situated; or political subdivisions within whose geographic
boundaries the property is situated.
(3) For sale or arm's length transfer of adjudicated property, a person who acquires the property in their own name and who will improve, maintain and
personally occupy the property for a minimum of two years following the date of acquisition.
(4) For donation of adjudicated property to a qualified Louisiana and IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit that will improve and maintain the property until
conveyance to a person who will personally occupy the property as their principal residence for a minimum of two (2) years following acquisition.
(5) For sale or arm's length transfer of adjudicated property, natural persons domiciled within the boundaries of the traditional or historic neighborhood
in which the property is situated.
(6) For sale or donation at arm's length transfer of adjudicated property for any non-residential use not listed above.
(d) Nothing in this Article shall be construed to permit the sale, donation or arm's length transfer of property for residential lease. No property renovation
plan required by this Article which includes residential lease as an intended use of the property at any time shall be approved by the Administrator.
Division II: Provisions governing sale of adjudicated properties
Sec. 10 Initiation of sale of property by interested properties
(a) The Administrator shall promulgate a form with which potential purchasers may apply for sale of specified adjudicated property or properties. The
form shall require specification of the purchaser's intended use for the property.
(b) Upon receipt of a potential purchaser's application, the Administrator shall determine whether the application conforms to such terms and conditions
as this Article and rules promulgated under its authority impose on sale of the specified property or properties. No application shall be considered
unless all potential acquiring persons verify by affidavit that they are neither owners nor tax debtors.
(c) The Administrator may request of the applicant such further information as he may deem necessary to reach a determination. No application shall
be considered for sale of property which has been adjudicated property for less than two (2) years and six (6) months. Subsequent adjudications of the
properly shall not prevent consideration of an application for sale.
(d) If the Administrator concludes that the applicant appears capable of complying with the terms and conditions to be imposed on sale of the specified
property or properties, he shall further consider whether the applicant's intended use comports with the character of the surrounding area and contributes
to neighborhood stabilization and/or revitalization. The Administrator shall take into account input, if available, from community groups encompassing
the property or properties (including but not limited to neighborhood coteries, community associations and homeowner's associations) as well as any
criteria imposed by ordinance, by resolution or by rules promulgated under the authority of this Article.
(e) Upon preliminary approval of an application for sale made by an adjoining landowner, the Administrator shall determine whether the adjoining
landowner has maintained the adjudicated property he seeks to purchase for a period of one (l) year prior to the sale. If the Administrator so determines,
he shall submit for the City Government approval a resolution adopting the anticipated costs of the sale as the sale price. Upon that resolution's approval,
the Administrator shall proceed with sale of the property to the adjoining landowner in the same manner as a completed public sale, pursuant to La.
R.S. 47:2202(B)
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(f) Except for property to be donated and upon preliminary approval of any other interested party's application for sale or transfer of adjudicated
property, the Administrator shall adopt as the minimum bid price 75% of the property's fair market value, as that term is defined by La. R.S. 47:2321,
as derived from the property's most current assessment in the Tax Assessor's files.
(g) The Administrator shall require of the interested purchaser the deposit of an amount of money the Administrator deems sufficient to pay the
estimated expenses of the sale as permitted by La. R.S. 47:2203(B). Upon receipt of the required funds, the Administrator shall submit for the City
Alderpersons' consideration a resolution approving, and upon that resolution's approval shall initiate, sale of the property by public bid or act of
donation.
Sec. 11 Sale of adjudicated property by the Administrator
(a) Upon approval of an interested party's application for sale of adjudicated property, other than that of an adjoining landowner, after deposit of the
amounts permitted by La. R.S. 47:2203(B), and after the City Alderpersons' approval of the appropriate resolution; and after the City Alderpersons'
approval of the appropriate resolution; or at the direction, by ordinance or resolution, of the City Alderpersons pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2203(A), the
Administrator shall cause a public sale to be advertised twice in the official journal of the political subdivision: first, 30 or more days before the date
of the sale; and second, no more than seven (7) days before the date of the sale. The advertisement shall inform the public of the minimum bid amount,
the latest date written bids will be accepted, the time and date of in-person bidding, and any other terms and conditions to be imposed upon the sale.
(b) After publication of the advertisements required by this Article, the Administrator shall conduct the public sale in the manner and on the date given
in the advertisements.
(c) Should a property for which the Administrator has set the minimum bid at two-thirds of the appraised value fail to sell, the Administrator shall
cause a second public sale to be held, preceded by advertisements in the same manner as was the first sale. For this second public sale, the Administrator
shall adopt as the minimum bid one-third (1/3) of the appraised value.
(d) Should a property for which the Administrator has set the minimum bid at the amount of the total of statutory impositions, governmental liens and
costs of sale fail to sell, no second public sale shall be held.
(e) Should an interested party who has initiated the sales and deposited the sums required of him with the Administrator fail to be the highest bidder at
a public sale, the money deposited shall be returned to him. However, if no one bids the minimum amount adopted by the Administrator, any money
deposited shall be retained to pay the expenses of the sale. Any money remaining after the expenses are paid shall be returned to the depositor.
Sec. 12 Disposition of proceeds for sale of adjudicated property
Except as otherwise agreed by holders of statutory impositions and governmental liens, proceeds from the sale of adjudicated property, if any remain
after deduction of the costs of the sale, shall be paid pro rata to those holders to the extent of their interests, and any amounts remaining shall be
retained by the Administrator. The Administrator shall maintain one account for such retained funds derived from the sale of properties inside the City
of Opelousas. Proceeds shall not be distributed to holders of statutory impositions and governmental liens until after expiration of the notice periods
described by La. R.S. 47:2206 and all expenses therefore have been paid.
Division III: Provisions governing donation of adjudicated properties
Sec. 13 Initiation of donation of adjudicated property
(a) The Administrator shall promulgate a form with which qualified Louisiana and IRS 501(c)(3) non-profits may apply for donation of specified
adjudicated property or properties. The form shall require specification of the applicant's intended use for the property. The form shall require the
applicant to submit a proposed act of donation, which document must explicitly incorporate all terms and conditions of donation imposed by this
Article, and must bind the qualified non-profit to renovate and maintain the sought properly until its conveyance. No application shall be considered
for donation of property which has been adjudicated properly for less than two (2) years and six (6) months. Subsequent adjudications of the property
shall not prevent consideration of an application for donation.
(b) Upon receipt of a potential donee's application, the Administrator shall determine whether the application conforms with such terms and conditions
as this Article and rules promulgated under its authority impose on donation of the specified property or properties. No application shall be considered
unless all potential acquiring persons verify by affidavit that they are neither owners nor tax debtors. The Administrator may request of the applicant
such further information as he may deem necessary to reach his determination.
(c) If the Administrator concludes that the applicant appears capable of complying with the terms and conditions to be imposed on donation of the
specified properly or properties, he shall further consider whether the applicant's intended use comports with the character of the surrounding area and
contributes to neighborhood stabilization and/or revitalization. The Administrator shall take into account input, if available, from community groups
encompassing the properly or properties (including but not limited to neighborhood coteries, community associations and homeowner's associations)
as well as any criteria imposed by ordinance, by resolution or by rules promulgated under the authority of this Article.
(d) Upon preliminary approval of an application for donation made by a qualified non-profit, the Administrator shall recommend the donation to the
City Alderpersons, including in his recommendation the proposed act of donation.
(e) Should the City Alderpersons by ordinance or resolution, and the Mayor by execution, approve the donation, the Administrator shall require the
notices required by this Article in the Section entitled "Notice of sale or donation of adjudicated property."
(f) All qualified non-profits approved for donation by the Administration pursuant to this section shall pay a fee of $500 to the City Government as a
condition of the donation and to pay municipal cost related thereto.
Division IV: Provisions governing arm's length transfer of adjudicated property
Sec. 14 Waiver, property renovation plans and arm's length transfers
(a) The Administrator shall promulgate a form with which potential arm's length transferees and owners may apply for waiver of taxes, penalties,
interest and other charges against adjudicated property in order to facilitate below-appraised-value transfer between them, as contemplated by La.
Const. Art. VII, Sec. 14(B)(7) and (8).
(b) The Administrator shall not consider any application for waiver in connection with arm's length transfer unless all involved parties, including all
owners and at least one potential arm's length transferee, join in the application. Each potential arm's length transferee shall verify such status, as
defined by this Article, by affidavit prior to submission of the application. The Administrator shall not be required to contact involved parties or
otherwise assist in development of an application for waiver. The Administrator shall not be required to contact other political subdivisions for, or
otherwise assist in, waiver of charges owed to other political subdivisions. The Administrator shall not consider any application for waiver in connection
with arm's length transfer unless it includes a property renovation plan which, at minimum, incorporates explicitly all elements required under this
Article, including but not limited to those contained within the Section of this Article entitled "Terms and conditions on transfer of property."
(c) Upon receipt of an application for arm's length transfer, the Administrator shall determine whether the application conforms to such terms and
conditions as this Article and rules promulgated under its authority impose on sale of the specified property or properties, including verification of
whether the potential transferee(s) are arm's length transferees. The Administrator may request of the applicants such further information as he may
deem necessary to reach his determination.
(d) If the Administrator concludes that the potential arm's length transferee(s) appear capable of complying with the terms and conditions to be imposed
on transfer of the specified property or properties, he shall further consider whether the applicants' intended use comports with the character of the
surrounding area and contributes to neighborhood stabilization and/or revitalization. The Administrator shall take into account input, if available, from
community groups encompassing the property or properties (including but not limited to neighborhood coteries, community associations and
homeowners' associations) as well as any criteria imposed by ordinance, by resolution or by rules promulgated under the authority of this Article.
(e) Upon approval of an application for waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges, the Administrator or his designee shall submit for the
City Alderpersons’ consideration a resolution approving the waiver, and upon that resolution's approval certify in writing to the applicants that the
Administrator, as an administrative hearing officer of the City approves their property renovation plan in compliance with La. Const. Art. VII, Sec.
14(B)(7) and (8).
(f) Upon receipt of applicants' proof of recordation of the arm's length transfer, which recordation must include all terms and conditions imposed by
this Article, the Administrator shall confect a document memorializing waiver of taxes, penalties, interest and other charges owed against the sold
property to the City and file the document for recordation in the mortgage records of the St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court. Unless otherwise agreed by
other political subdivisions, the Administrator's recorded document shall not waive charges held by them.
(g) The Administrator is authorized, on behalf of the City, to enter into a cooperative endeavor or local services agreement with other political
subdivisions providing that arm's length transfers under this Article shall serve to waive taxes, penalties, interest and other charges owed against the
sold property to such political subdivisions. When such an agreement is in place, such charges owed against property sold under this Section shall be
included among those waived in the document confected and recorded by the Administrator.
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(h) In the event the Administrator becomes aware or is made aware that taxes or other charges on the sold property have become delinquent after the
transfer, he shall as soon as practicable file for recordation a revocation of the waiver. The Administrator shall not so revoke the waiver as a result of
taxes or other charges imposed on the property prior to the arm's length transfer.
(i) In the event the Administrator becomes aware or is made aware that any ownership interest in the property has been acquired by an original owner,
by a member of an original owner's immediate family, or by any entity in which any of them has a substantial economic interest, he shall as soon as
practicable file for recordation a revocation of the waiver.
SECTION 5: All ordinances or resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
SECTION 6: This ordinance shall become effective upon signature of the Opelousas Mayor or upon the lapse of ten (10) days after receipt by the
Mayor without signature or veto, or upon override of a veto, whichever comes first.
WHEREAS, this Ordinance having been introduced on the 18th day of August, 2020 by councilmembers Floyd Ford and Marvin Richard, public
hearings having been held on same on September 8, 2020 and October 20, 2020, on a motion by councilmember Charles Cummings and seconded by
councilmember Milton Batiste III, the following vote was held for final adoption:
YEA: Floyd Ford, Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, and Milton Batiste III.
NAY: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.
Opelousas, Louisiana, this 20th day of October, 2020.

ATTEST:

LEISA ANDERSON, CLERK

JULIUS ALSANDOR, MAYOR

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE FEES RELATED TO THE REDEMPTION OF PROPERTY
SOLD FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES. (Vote Required)
ORDINANCE NO. 10 OF 2020
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE FEES RELATED TO THE REDEMPTION OF PROPERTY SOLD FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES
WHEREAS, the City of Opelousas has for years assessed against those redeeming property for non-payment of taxes an administrative fee
related to the redemption;
WHEREAS, the assessment of the fees was not provided by Ordinance;
WHEREAS, the fee assessed upon the redemption of property has been TWENTY DOLLARS ($20.00);
WHEREAS, the City of Opelousas believes it is necessary to increase the administrative fee from TWENTY DOLLARS ($20.00) to ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00); and
WHEREAS, this Ordinance having been introduced on the 8th day of September, 2020 by councilmember Charles Cummings, a public
hearing having been held on same on October 20, 2020, on motion by council member Charles Cummings and seconded by councilmember Floyd
Ford, the following vote was held for final adoption:
YEA: Charles Cummings, Sherell Roberts, Chasity Davis, Milton Batiste III, and Floyd Ford.
NAY: None.
ABSENT: Marvin Richard.
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the governing authority of the City of Opelousas, in legal session convened, that an administrative
fee is hereby assessed against those redeeming property for non-payment of taxes an administrative fee related to the redemption;
IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED that the fee assessed thereon shall be ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00); and
IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor shall be authorized to use all means necessary to collect the fee hereby assessed.
Opelousas, Louisiana, this 20th day of October, 2020.

ATTEST:

LEISA ANDERSON, CITY CLERK

JULIUS ALSANDOR, MAYOR

BIDS
Accept Bids for Sewer Pump Parts (Bid #05-20). Pursuant to advertisement in the Daily World for bids for Sewer Pump
Parts (Bid #05-20), one (1) bid was received:
BIDDER

FAIRBANKS MORSE PUMP PARTS

GORMAN-RUPP PUMP PARTS

WHOLESALE PUMP AND SUPPLY
Jennings, Louisiana
THOMAS PUMP AND MACHINERY
(bid packet returned to City marked “not deliverable
– unable to forward”)
DELTA PROCESS EQUIPMENT
(bid packet returned to City marked “vacant – unable
to forward”)

$13,643.95
Price is for ABBA Mfg. crossover parts

$3,965.17
Price is for Pioneer Pump crossover parts

On a motion by Alderman Milton Batiste III, seconded by Alderman Charles Cummings and unanimously carried, it was
resolved to take the bid under advisement and award if bidder meets specifications.

There being nothing further to come before the Council, on a motion by Alderman Charles Cummings and unanimously
seconded and carried, it was resolved that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

MAYOR

